March 30, 2004

and counties may use their own funds to pro-
vide critical preventative health care serv-
ices to immigrants.

NACo is the only national organization
representing county governments. Many of
our country’s 3066 counties own and operate
hospitals and other health care facilities.
Without the passage of this amendment,
county governments are placed in a precar-
ious position if they decide to provide pre-
ventative care to unqualified immigrants in
order to protect the local community’s
health. As has been repeatedly dem-
onstrated, the provision of preventative care
is less costly over time than providing eva-
sive services in emergency rooms. However,
the cost savings to preventative care are far
outweighed by the protection provided to the
community’s public health as a whole.

Counties serve as safety-net providers, ul-
timately financing and providing care for
our Medicaid ineligible and un-enrolled pop-
ulations. We support the ability to finance
this care in the most appropriate manner.

Thank you for your leadership and efforts
to ensure that counties are able to protect
the health of our local communities. We look
forward to working with you on this impor-
tant issue.

Sincerely,
LARRY NAAKE,
Executive Director.
THE CATHOLIC HEALTH
ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
St. Louis, MO, March 30, 2004.
Hon. JOHN CORNYN,
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington DC.

DEAR SENATOR CORNYN: On behalf of the
Catholic Health Association of the United
States (CHA), the national leadership organi-
zation of more then 2,000 Catholic health
care sponsors, systems, facilities, and related
organizations, I am writing in support of
your efforts to ensure that state and local
governments have the ability to use their
funds to provide non-emergency health serv-
ices to legal and undocumented immigrants.

Specifically, CHA supports your amend-
ment to strike the word “‘health’” from Sec-
tion 411 of the Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
(PRWORA), which has been interpreted by
some states to prohibit the use of any state
and local funds to provide lifesaving health
care to immigrants. This interpretation
stands in sharp contrast to the thrust of
PRWORA, which generally gave states great-
er authority to determine welfare rules, and
the resulting confusion has had a negative
impact on the health of immigrants in many
states.

By clarifying that states and local govern-
ments may use their own funds to provide
health services to immigrants, including im-
portant preventive care, your amendment
can help ensure that hospitals and clinics
have the clarity they need to serve the best
interest of all of their patients. As organiza-
tions founded in a faith tradition and com-
mitted to the principles of Catholic social
justice teaching, Catholic hospitals recog-
nize and affirm the inherent dignity of every
human being. Your amendment helps to fur-
ther that principle.

Thank you again for your efforts to ensure
that state and local governments have the
certainty they need to use their own funds to
provide appropriate health care to all immi-
grants. If we can be of any assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
Rev. MICHAEL D. PLACE, STD,
President and Chief Executive Officer.

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, 1 would
like to commend the Senator from
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Maine, Ms. SNOWE, on the passage of
her amendment to increase the manda-
tory funding levels for the Child Care
and Development Fund by $6 billion
over 5 years. | enthusiastically support
this amendment, as it is designed to
help so many families with young chil-
dren by ensuring that those children
are properly cared for while their par-
ents are at work.

Unfortunately, we know that more
than 10 million children in the United
States are left unsupervised after
school on a regular basis. We know
that the welfare rolls have been cut
nearly 60 percent since 1996, and there-
fore, this statistic will only continue
to grow as more and more parents
work. Further, with cuts in State
childcare funding, many working fami-
lies are faced with no care for their
children due to waiting lists and higher
childcare costs.

But, with the passage of this amend-
ment, my home State of Ohio alone
would receive over $34 million in addi-
tional childcare funds next fiscal year
and more than $266 million over the
next 5 years. This translates into more
children receiving care and more par-
ents with the peace of mind that their
children are being properly attended to
while they cannot be at home.

Again, | commend Senator SNOWE for
her leadership on this issue.

Mr. President, | suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we are in
discussion now determining the best
pathway to completion on the under-
lying bill, the welfare bill, an impor-
tant bill that | know both sides of the
aisle do want to appropriately address,
through amendments and through the
debate process, and we are working on
the best way to accomplish that.

As | set out really 3 weeks ago, but in
the early part of last week, we have set
this week aside to address welfare and
we are doing just that. But | really
need to do everything possible to see
that we do complete it this weekend.
To help accomplish that, I will be send-
ing a cloture motion to the desk on the
pending committee substitute.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The

CLOTURE MOTION
We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the sub-
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stitute amendment to Calendar No. 305, H.R.
4, an act to reauthorize and improve the pro-
gram of block grants to States for temporary
assistance for needy families, improve access
to quality child care, and for other purposes.
Bill Frist, Charles E. Grassley, John E.
Sununu, Conrad Burns, Lamar Alex-
ander, Peter G. Fitzgerald, Larry E.
Craig, John Cornyn, Robert F. Bennett,
John Ensign, Orrin G. Hatch, Mike
Enzi, Mitch McConnell, Ted Stevens,
Norm Coleman, James M. Inhofe, Kay
Bailey Hutchison.
Mr. FRIST. | ask unanimous consent
the quorum under rule XXII be waived.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, |1 ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of Senators, we will be clos-
ing here shortly, as soon as we wrap up
a few things in a few minutes.

———

CAMBODIA TRAGEDY
REMEMBERED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today marks the seventh anniversary
of the grenade attack against the
Khmer Nation Party, renamed the Sam
Rainsy Party, in Cambodia.

Recently, my friend from Arizona
circulated a letter, which | gladly
signed, calling for the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to return to Phnom
Penh to continue its investigation into
the attack. | encourage the State De-
partment and the FBI to coordinate ef-
forts to ensure the FBI’s quick return
and to keep Congress informed of any
progress in this case.

As | have in the past, | ask unani-
mous consent that the names of those
murdered in this cowardly attack be
printed in the RECORD following my re-
marks. Justice delayed has been justice
denied for these victims and their fam-
ilies. They remain in my thoughts and
prayers.

There being no objection, the list was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

Mr. Cheth Duong Daravuth, Mr. Han Mony,
Mr. Sam Sarin, Ms. Yong Sok Neuv, Ms.
Yong Srey, Ms. Yos Siem, Ms. Chanty
Pheakdey, Mr. Ros Sear, Ms. Sok Kheng, Mr.
Yoeun Yorn, Mr. Chea Nang, and Mr. Nam
Thy.

————
A DECADE OF EXCELLENCE

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, every
year, hundreds of thousands of high
school students participate in team
sports and other extra curricular ac-
tivities. Through these activities,
many young people learn the value of
working together with others, and the
meaning of hard work sacrifice.

These activities also teach our Na-
tion’s students to set their sights high,
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